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comparing COX-2 inhibitors and NSAIDs for the treatment of osteoarthritis of the knee. To determine
whether the selective cyclooxygenase 2 inhibitors rofecoxib (Vioxx) and celecoxib (Celebrex) are
better than nonselective nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) for the treatment of
osteoarthritis (OA) of the knee. A randomized, double-blind, parallel-group study. 75 patients with OA
of the knee who were assigned to one of three groups. The first group received naproxen as a single
dose of 750 mg taken orally followed by placebo taken orally thereafter for the next 13 weeks. The
second group received rofecoxib 12.5 mg daily (or one half of this dose if weight was less than the
median) for the same duration as the first group. The third group received celecoxib 200 mg twice a
day for 6 weeks, then 100 mg twice a day for the next 6 weeks. At the end of week 13, only patients
who had completed the study medications were examined further. Assessments included pain and
function of the knee, pain and function in the hip and in the small joints of the hands. All three drugs
were effective at relieving OA-associated pain and stiffness in the knee. The drugs did not differ in
their effects on pain or function in the hip or in the small joints of the hands. Both groups receiving a
nonselective NSAID experienced a transient increase in the amount of pain and stiffness in the knee
after taking the NSAID, but after 13 weeks of therapy,
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